174       EUROPEANS   IN   WEST   AFRICA,   1450-1560

was built, and there used not to be one in this island, Our Lord
God was thereby served, and He gave health to the land for the
many holy graces and praises which are offered Him. It only
remains to ask Our Lord God to prolong your life and give
prosperity to your royal estate in His holy service. Amen. From
this your city of Samtyaguo do Cabo Verde, on 10 June 1542.

Jorge Vaz

To our lord the king.
From Jorge Vaz, clerk of the factory of Cabo Verde.

68. JOAO GOMES o SOURO TO KING JOHN III. ARGUIM (?).
8 JANUARY 1543*.
Sir. I have written a letter to your highness in which I have
informed your highness how the Castelhanos came from Can-
aria to raid this coast with three ships and began to trade; and
how I found this castle so denuded of all things that I lacked
the means to put them to rout. According to my information
from the Mouros, they bought some thirty head of slaves; and
one night in a storm a ship came to them on the coast and it
was lost with all the goods it carried; and the crew were all saved
except two men, who went on the mainland, where the Mouros
captured them. One of them became a Mouro, and the other
the Mouros brought here to me, and I am now sending him by
this ship to the corregedor of the court to be tried.
I have news that they are going to return here up to the end
of March. Your highness will direct me how to act in this
matter. If they are allowed on this coast, there will be no trade
left for this castle, for they would take everything, because they
give the Mouros 20 dobras per slave and further they carry
captives which they barter away in exchange for slaves,
I brought from Portugal by special order of your highness a
Mouro, given to me by Francisco de Llemos, the interpreter,
who told me that your highness had commanded this Mouro to
go to Tumbiequatum [Timbuktu]. He left here and he was on
1 Torre do Tombo, Corpo chronologico, pt. 3, ma$o 15, no. 87. Trans-
lated. Printed for the first time. I am indebted to Mr. J. T. Furley for draw-
ing my attention to this document.